
 
Year: Reception  Term: Autumn 2  Topic: Castles 

 

Skills and Knowledge 

English 

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters 

of the alphabet. 

• Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by their experiences of books. 

• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 

together. 

• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 

meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 

sequence.  

• Writes own name, words, labels and captions. 

Maths 

• Recognises numerals 1 to 20 and counts objects to 20, and 

back down to 0.  

• 4 + 8 and 7 – 3 count back in ones from 7. 

• All addition pairs of numbers for numbers up to 5 and all 

subtraction sentences for numbers up to 5. 

• Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and 

recreate patterns and build models and can describe their 

relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next to’.  

• Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets 

of objects. 

Understanding the World 

• Children talk about past and present events in their 

own lives and in the lives of family members. They 

know that other children don’t always enjoy the 

same things, and are sensitive to this. 

• Children recognise that a range of technology is 

used in places such as homes and schools. 

• They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments 

might vary from one another 

Personal, Social, Emotional Development 

• Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other 

children, e.g. finding a compromise. 

• Beginning to be able to negotiate and 

solve problems without aggression, e.g. 

when someone has taken their toy. 

• Explains own knowledge and 

understanding, and asks appropriate 

questions of others.  

• Confident to speak to others about own 

needs, wants, interests and opinions.  

• Can describe self in positive terms and 

talk about abilities. 

• Understands that own actions affect other 

people, for example, becomes upset or 

tries to comfort another child when they 

realise they have upset them. 

• Aware of the boundaries set, and of 

behavioural expectations in the setting. 

Physical Development 

• Jumps off an object and lands appropriately. 

• Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over 

and through balancing and climbing equipment. 

• Usually dry and clean during the day. 

• Shows some understanding that good practices with 

regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and hygiene can 

contribute to good health. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

• Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of 

resources and manipulates materials to achieve a 

planned effect. 

• Begins to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 

• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 

• Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and 

act out a narrative. 

Our vision is to enable children to become lifelong learners by creating a safe and inclusive 

learning environment that nurtures individuality and enhances potential. 

Characteristics of Learning 

• Using senses to explore the world around them 

• Representing their experiences in play 

• Seeking challenge 

• Showing high levels of energy, fascination 

• Showing a belief that more effort or a different 

approach will pay off 

• Being proud of how they accomplished something 

– not just the end result 

• Finding ways to solve problems 

• Making predictions 

• Checking how well their activities are going 

 

 

Communication and Language 

•Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity. •Two-channelled attention – can listen 

and do for short span. •Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence. •Understands humour. • Able to 

follow a story without pictures or props. •Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the 

meaning and sounds of new words. •Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations. 


