
 

YEAR 5 NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you for a brilliant first half of term – I love teaching this class – there are so many wonderful characters and they all 
have so much energy and enthusiasm. I would like to introduce Mr Dick who will be teaching Year 5 alongside me this 
term as part of his PGCE at the University of Roehampton. So far, he has been getting to know that class and they have 
been impressed by his skills on the football pitch as well as his Spanish lessons. 
 
Contact Information: 
I am very happy for you to catch me in the playground but find it most useful if you email me if you would like to get in 
touch. My email is lucy.coates@reay.lambeth.sch.uk My Twitter handle is @LucyCoatesReay and I will try to give you 
updates on there as to what we have been up to in the classroom as well as submit photos for the weekly, school 
newsletter.  

 

Homework: 

Please find the creative homework ideas attached – I can’t wait to see the finished projects last term’s Egyptian projects are proudly 
displayed in the classroom – they are awesome!  

We ask that you hear your child read aloud every day for 25 minutes or so and that you continue to read to your child every day for as 
long as you like. Afterwards, you can set them something to do in their Reading Journal – draw a picture, answer your questions, 
describe their reactions to the story or facts – whatever you think will be of interest to your child. When your child finishes a book, 
either with you or by themselves, they should complete a quiz on it as soon as possible afterwards. The link for these quizzes can be 
found here or in the email I sent you during Half Term. If you aren’t sure, please do come to my talk on Reading at Reay on 
Tuesday 9th November at 9am when I will explain further how to use Accelerated Reader and the Reading Journals.      

We will be focussing a bit more on spellings this term as many children in the class struggle with them. These are the sounds and 
words we shall be learning each week in case you would like to support your child with their learning of their spellings each week: 

 

For maths, please keep going over their times tables and number facts as frequently as you like – it really helps to keep them fresh in 
their minds so that they can easily access them when needed both in life and maths lessons/tests. Games like Hit the Button are 
perfect for helping your child to recall their number facts so please do encourage them to play for ten minutes every day to increase 
both their speed and automaticity: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

 

We will carry on doing weekly times tables tests – here is the timetable for them so that you can focus on one each week in case that 
is of use to you. Please know that they are asked in Year 5 to apply their times tables knowledge, rather than just to recite them. This 
means knowing the fact families for each one (e.g. 3 x 7 = 21, 7 x 3 = 21, 21 ÷ 3 = 7 and 21 ÷ 7 = 3) but also understanding that if I 
know 7 x 3 = 21, I also know 7 x 30 = 210 and that 7 x 0.3 = 2.1. 

 

PE: 

Please ensure that your child continues to have their swimming kit every Tuesday. Their other PE session is on a Friday afternoon so 
please continue to send your child into school in their PE kit on a Friday. They do not need to bring a spare set of uniform to change 
into afterwards. They will be doing basketball this term.  

 

 

All of the best, 

Lucy and the Year 5 team 
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