
 

YEAR 5 NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope you had a super half term holiday. We are carrying on with our early life in Britain topic this term and I am looking forward to 
our Mantle sessions now that the children have a good grounding in how things were back then. We will also finish off our shared 
reading of our much beloved novel, Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver and might have a surprise delivery of a new novel to study 
together before the end of the term.  
 

Class Assembly on the Stone Age – Thursday 10th March, 10.30am-11am: 
Class assemblies are back on and Year 5 are doing the very first one for about two years I should think. The children are writing and 
preparing this already and have lots of ideas.  
 

Please could you ensure your child has a ‘base layer’ for their costume made up of: 
- A pair of plain black, white, grey or brown leggings / trousers 
- A long sleeved black, white, grey or brown t shirt / jumper (they could probably use their school jumper to be honest so 

don’t worry too much) 
Then if you could please hunt down as much animal print material and fake furs as possible, and send them all in, named in a named 
bag by Monday 7th March, that would be absolutely marvellous.    

Dates for your diary: 
Thursday 3rd March: World Book Day – children may come dressed up as their favourite character from a book either we or they have 
ready this year. 
Thursday 10th March: Year 5 CLASS ASSEMBLY on Stone Age, 10.30am – 11am – you are all welcome to come to watch it live. The 
children are just writing and preparing it now but the songs are already sounding great! 
Tuesday 22nd March: Trip to The British Museum to see the Stone Age Exhibition (and the Egyptian mummies of course!)  
Thursday 16th June: Trip to The Tower of London for a tour and a workshop on Crime and Punishment  
 

Homework: 

Please find the creative homework ideas attached – the projects from last term were absolutely phenomenal – we loved sharing them 
so thank you so much for those.  

We ask that you hear your child read aloud every day for 25 minutes or so and that you continue to read to your child every day for as 
long as you like. We have been looking into the meanings of prefixes, suffixes and root words in order to better understand the 
meanings of words so please do encourage your child to do this as much as you can at home too. For example, a word with the root 
word, chrom in it will likely be linked to colour in some way e.g. monochrome = one colour or chromatology = the study of colours.   

Please continue to set them something to do in their Reading Journal – draw a picture, answer your questions, describe their 
reactions to the story or facts – whatever you think will be of interest to your child. When your child finishes a book, either with you or 
by themselves, they should complete a quiz on it as soon as possible afterwards by clicking on the link emailed to you last term and 
using their username and login details which they should know. Here is the link again, in case it is useful: Welcome to Renaissance 
Place (renlearn.co.uk)       
 

For maths, please keep going over their times tables and number facts as frequently as you like – it really helps to keep them fresh in 
their minds so that they can easily access them when needed both in life and maths lessons/tests. Games like Hit the Button are 
perfect for helping your child to recall their number facts so please do encourage them to play for ten minutes every day to increase 
both their speed and automaticity: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  
 

We will carry on doing weekly times tables tests – here is the timetable for them so that you can focus on one each week in case that 
is of use to you. Please know that they are asked in Year 5 to apply their times tables knowledge, rather than just to recite them. This 
means knowing the fact families for each one (e.g. 3 x 7 = 21, 7 x 3 = 21, 21 ÷ 3 = 7 and 21 ÷ 7 = 3) but also understanding that if I 
know 7 x 3 = 21, I also know 7 x 30 = 210 and that 7 x 0.3 = 2.1. 
 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

25x tables 

 

4x & 3x & 2x 
tables 

9x & 11x tables 6x & 7x & 8x 
tables  

Square numbers 

e.g. 6x6, 7x7, 8x8, 
9x9 

All times tables 

https://ukhosted64.renlearn.co.uk/6700053/
https://ukhosted64.renlearn.co.uk/6700053/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


We will continue to focus on spellings this term as many children in the class struggle with them. These are the sounds and words we 
shall be learning each week in case you would like to support your child with their learning of their spellings each week: 

Here are some more examples of the kind of questions you can ask your child to get them thinking about spelling and investigating 
spellings in their reading books (or other reading material available): 

✓ When ch makes a hard c sound, the word is most likely of Greek origin. Write musical examples. Write scientific examples.  

✓ Words ending in eau are of French origin. Write examples. Write the plurals of these words.  

✓ When ph makes the sound of f, the word is probably of Greek origin. Find examples in which the ph comes at the beginning 
of the word, and examples in which the ph comes at the end of the word.  

✓ In consonant combinations in which both letter sounds are heard, the most common letters are l, r and s. Which consonants 
can combine with these? Write example words for each.  

✓ Ology is a Greek suffix meaning the science of or study of. Write as many ology words as you can. Illustrate/mime/explain 
the meaning of each. Turn each one into a person by changing the suffix to ist 

PE: 

Please ensure that your child wears their PE kit to school on Mondays and Fridays for this term. They do not need to bring a 
spare set of uniform to change into afterwards.  
 

What to bring in Year 5: 

Monday Guided Reading 
PE – gymnastics 

Reading book, reading journal. 
Child to wear their PE kit to school. 

Tuesday Guided Reading 
 

Reading book, reading journal. 

Wednesday Guided Reading 
Orchestra 

Reading book, reading journal. 
Instrument and music. 

 

Thursday Guided Reading Reading book, reading journal. 
 

Friday Guided Reading 
PE – tag rugby  

Reading book, reading journal. 
Child to wear their PE kit to school.  

I am very happy for you to catch me in the playground but find it most useful if you email me if you would like to get in touch. My email 
is lucy.coates@reay.lambeth.sch.uk My Twitter handle is @LucyCoatesReay and I will try to give you updates on there as to what we 
have been up to in the classroom as well as submit photos for the weekly, school newsletter.  
 
All of the best, 
Lucy and the Year 5 team 

mailto:lucy.coates@reay.lambeth.sch.uk

